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2009 Field Schools  
Learn about archaeology 

and Saskatchewan’s 
intriguing history! 

Excavate and survey! 
Visit exciting sites! 

 

Screening at South Branch House, 2008 
 
Participants must agree to abide by the SAS 
Code of Ethics, our Field School Participation 
Conditions, and the Guidelines for Visiting 
Archaeological Sites.  Copies of these will be 
provided upon request.  
  
You can participate in as many field schools as 
you would like.  These are all-ages events.  We 
ask that children under 14 be accompanied by a 
guardian. 

Dog Child Site Excavation 
 
Where: Wanuskewin Heritage Park.  We will 
meet in the main lobby at 9:00 am. 
When: Thursday, July 9th – Sunday, July 12th. 

The Dog Child site (FbNp-24) is a 
campsite located in Wanuskewin Heritage Park, 
5 km north of the city of Saskatoon.  It contains 
deeply buried cultural (human-made and human-
used) deposits, formed by the activities of 
hunting and gathering bands.  The six occupation 
levels at this site date from the Middle 
Precontact Period (5500 years ago) to the recent 
Precontact Period (300 years ago). 

This is an archaeological “dig”, 
involving enjoyable yet careful techniques to 
discover artefacts and features of 
Saskatchewan’s past peoples.  Join archaeologist 
Talina Cyr-Steenkamp of the SAS for this 
exciting dig! No previous experience is 
necessary. 

Back by popular demand, the Society 
will be offering special evening opportunities as 
a nice way to relax after a day of digging or for 
those who cannot attend the daytime 
excavations.  This will involve a series of tours 
of the park from the perspective of several 
experts.  Attend any or all of these great options. 
Thursday, July 9th: Join this tour and you will 
take an archaeological journey back in time.  
Learn about the history of the park from the time 
that the valley was created approximately 7,000 
years ago. 
Friday, July 10th: Take a walk in the park with 
experienced local bird-watchers and a guide who 
will teach us about traditional plant uses.   
Saturday, July 11th: A staff member of the 
Wanuskewin Interpretive Centre will give us a 
tour of the park from a traditional First Nations 
perspective. 
Sunday, July 12th: Come to the Archaeology 
Centre (#1-1730 Quebec Ave. Saskatoon, SK) to 
learn how to clean and catalogue the artefacts we 
have been finding at the site. 

Please contact the Archaeology Centre for 
more details including tour times. 
 

South Branch House Excavation 
 
Where: South Branch House near St. Louis, SK. 
We will be leaving from the SAS office at 8:30 
am on Thursday, July 23rd.  A convoy will drive 
to the location of the site.  For the more 
“adventurous”, we will be camping in St. Louis 
located 15 minutes from South Branch House. 
When: Thursday, July 23rd – Sunday, July 26th. 

South Branch House is a fur trade post 
site along the South Saskatchewan River that 
was occupied from 1786 to 1794.  Evidence 
found in the 2008 field season suggests that this 
site may have been misidentified in the past 
however.  It may be that the site was occupied 
slightly later than was originally believed. 

This is also an archaeological “dig”.  
Join Talina Cyr-Steenkamp of the SAS to help 
unravel the mystery of South Branch House.  No 
previous experience is necessary. 
 We will be offering a lot of additional 
entertainment at this field school as well 
including a tour of the Seager Wheeler Farm 
Historic Site and other heritage sites in the 
region.  For those participants who will be 
camping in St. Louis, there will be a cleaning 
and cataloguing station for the artefacts 
recovered during this field school. 
 On Saturday, July 25th, the SAS will be 
holding an Open House, inviting media and the 
general public to participate in an exciting and 
entertaining celebration of South Branch House, 
the local Métis and First Nations communities 
and much, much more.  Satisfaction guaranteed! 
 

PLEASE REGISTER EARLY (AT 
LEAST ONE WEEK IN ADVANCE) TO 
AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT AND TO 

HELP US WITH PLANNING 
ARRANGEMENTS!  



You can register by mail, phone, fax, email, 
or in person by visiting the Archaeology 
Centre. 
 
Saskatchewan Archaeological Society 
#1-1730 Quebec Avenue 
Saskatoon, SK 
S7K 1V9 
Phone: (306) 664-4124 
Fax: (306) 665-1928 
Email: saskarchsoc@sasktel.net 
www.saskarchsoc.ca 
 
Registration Costs for Each Field School: 
SAS Individual - $25.00 
SAS Family - $40.00 
Non-SAS Individual - $35.00 
Non-SAS Family - $60.00 
Individual One-Day Option - $10.00 (please 
specify day) 
 

Wanuskewin Accommodations 
Most participants drive from Saskatoon to 
Wanuskewin each morning, which is 
approximately a 10-minute drive (from the 
north end of Saskatoon).  If you require 
assistance finding accommodations, the 
Society would be happy to help you. 
 

 
Dog Child Site, 2007 

South Branch House Accommodations 
For those interested in camping during the 
South Branch House excavation, we will be 
staying in the St. Louis campground.  This 
site is located approximately 15 minutes 
from South Branch House.  Campsites are 
free and include power, water, and 
washrooms.  There are no shower facilities 
at this campground.  
 

 
William Co. Pipe Bowl from South 

Branch House, 2008 
 

For their assistance in this year’s field 
season, the SAS would like to thank: 

¨  Department of Archaeology, University of 
Saskatchewan 

¨  Saskatchewan Environment Resources 
Management Parks Branch   

¨  All of its volunteers! 
 

 
 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 

Please enrol me/us (provide all names) 
Name(s): ____________________________ 
____________________________________ 
Address: ____________________________ 
____________________________________ 
Postal Code: _________________________ 
Phone: ______________________________ 
Email: ______________________________ 

in the following field school(s): 
 
••••   Dog Child Site Excavation 
 •   SAS Individual @ $25.00 
 •   SAS Family @ $40.00 
 •   Non-SAS Individual @ $35.00 
 •   Non-SAS Family @ $60.00 
 •   Individual Day Option @  

    $10.00/day (please specify day[s]) 
______________________________ 

 
••••   South Branch House Excavation 
 •   SAS Individual @ $25.00 
 •   SAS Family @ $40.00 
 •   Non-SAS Individual @ $35.00 
 •   Non-SAS Family @ $60.00 
 •   Individual Day Option @  

    $10.00/day (please specify day[s]) 
______________________________ 

 
Plus 5% GST    $___________ 
Total Payment:  $___________ 
 
Payment Method: 
   •   Cheque or Money Order (to “SAS”) 
   •   VISA   •  MasterCard 
 
Card Number:________________________ 
Expiry Date: _________________________ 
Signature: ___________________________ 


